
6th Grade Book recommendations 
(these are not required reading, just suggestions) 

 
READ WOKE books 
Read Woke Books are books that challenge a social norm, give voice to the voiceless, seek to 
challenge the status quo and have characters from underrepresented or oppressed groups.  
 
Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora 
By Pablo Cartaya.  

Arturo Zamora must save his family's restaurant before a land developer destroys it. He teams up with the funny, 
cute new girl, Carmen, to thwart the developer's plans and help bring the community together. 
FIC CAR- Realistic Fiction 

 
The Serpent's Secret 
By Sayantani Dasgupta 

On the morning of her twelfth birthday, Kiranmala is just a regular sixth grader living in Parsippany, New Jersey . . 
. until her parents mysteriously vanish and a drooling rakkhosh demon slams through her kitchen, determined to 
eat her alive. Turns out there might be some truth to her parents' fantastical stories-like how Kiranmala is a real 
Indian princess and how she comes from a secret place not of this world.. Suddenly, Kiran is swept into another 
dimension full of magic. There she must solve riddles and battle demons in order to find her parents and basically 
save New Jersey, her entire world, and everything beyond it . . . 
FIC DAS - Fantasy Fiction 

Song for a Whale 
By Lynne Kelly 

From fixing the class computer to repairing old radios, twelve-year-old Iris is a tech genius. But she's the only 
deaf person in her school, so people often treat her like she's not very smart. When she learns about Blue 55, a 
real whale who is unable to speak to other whales, Iris understands how he must feel. Then she has an idea: 
she should invent a way to "sing" to him! But he's three thousand miles away. How will she play her song for 
him?                   FIC Kel- Realistic Fiction 

Ghost 
By Jason Ryenolds 

Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for an elite middle school track team. He must 
stay on track, literally and figuratively, to reach his full potential 
FIC REY Sports Fiction 

 
Clean Getaway 
By Nic Stone 

How to Go on an Unplanned Road Trip with Your Grandma: Grab a Suitcase: Prepacked from the big spring 
break trip that got CANCELLED. Fasten Your Seatbelt: G'ma's never conventional, so this trip won't be either. 

 Use the Green Book: G'ma's most treasured possession. What Not to Bring: A Cell Phone: Avoid contact with 
Dad at all costs. Even when G'ma starts acting stranger than usual. Set against the backdrop of the segregation 
history of the American South, take a trip with  an eleven-year-old boy who is about to discover that the world 
hasn't always been a welcoming place for kids like him, and things aren't always what they seem 
FIC STO- Realistic Fiction 

 
Front Desk 
By Kelly Yang 

Recent immigrants from China and desperate for work and money, ten-year-old Mia Tang's parents take a job 
managing a rundown motel in Southern California, even though the owner, Mr. Yao is a nasty skinflint who 
exploits them; while her mother (who was an engineer in China) does the cleaning, Mia works the front desk and 
tries to cope with demanding customers and other recent immigrants--not to mention being only one of two 
Chinese in her fifth grade class, the other being Mr. Yao's son, Jason.FIC- YAN- Realistic Fiction 

 



 
Historical Fiction 
The War That Saved my Life 
By Kimberly Bruebaker Bradley 

A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English countryside during World War II, 
where they find life to be much sweeter away from their abusive mother.  
FIC BRA Historical Fiction 
 

Refugee 
By Alan Gratz 

Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany; Isabel, a 
Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her country in 1994; and Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 
2015 whose homeland is torn apart by violence and destruction, embark on harrowing journeys in search of 
refuge, discovering shocking connections that tie their stories together. 
FIC GRA Historical Fiction 
 

Towers Falling 
By Jewell Parker Rhodes 

While learning about September 11th, fifth grader Deja (born after the attacks) realizes how much the events still 
color her world.  
FIC RHO Historical Fiction 
 

 

 

 

Novels in Verse 

Booked 
By Kwame Alexander 

In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE CROSSOVER,  soccer, family, love, and friendship, take 
center stage as twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up 
to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and sometimes 
teammate Coby, and The Mac, a rapping librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read.  
FIC ALE - Sports Fiction 
 

Inside out and Back Again  
By Thanhha Lai 

Through a series of poems, a young girl chronicles the life-changing year of 1975, when she, her mother, and her 
brothers leave Vietnam and resettle in Alabama. 
FIC LAI - Historical Fiction 

 
Other Words for Home 
By Jasmine Warga 

Jude never thought she'd be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the way across the ocean in 
Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati 
with relatives. At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude has 
always loved haven't quite prepared her for starting school in the US --and her new label of 'Middle Eastern,' an 
identity she's never known before. But this life also brings unexpected surprises--there are new friends, a whole 
new family, and a school musical that Jude just might try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can 
be seen as she really is.                 FIC WAR REALISTIC Fiction  

 

 



Biography (non-fiction) 

Life in Motion: An Unlikely Ballerina (Young Readers Edition) 

By Misty Copeland 

Determination meets dance in this middle grade adaptation of the New York Times bestselling memoir by the first 
African-American principal dancer in American Ballet Theatre history, Misty Copeland. Life in Motion is a story for 
all the kids who dare to be different, dream bigger, and want to break stereotypes in whatever they do.  
92 COP 

March. Book One 
By John Lewis 

Presents in graphic novel format the life of Georgia congressman John Lewis, focusing on his youth in rural 
Alabama, his meeting with Martin Luther King Jr. and the birth of the Nashville Student Movement. 

GN LEW 

Free Lunch 
By Rex Ogle 

A distinctive new voice: Rex Ogle's story of starting middle school on the free lunch program is timely, 
heartbreaking, and true. Free Lunch is the story of Rex Ogle's first semester in sixth grade. Rex and his baby 
brother often went hungry, wore secondhand clothes, and were short of school supplies, and Rex was on his 
school's free lunch program. Grounded in the immediacy of physical hunger and the humiliation of having to 
announce it every day in the school lunch line, Rex's is a compelling story of a more profound hunger--that of a 
child for his parents' love and care. Compulsively readable, beautifully crafted, and authentically told with the 
voice and point of view of a 6th-grade kid, Free Lunch is a remarkable debut by a gifted storyteller 

92 OGL 
 

Fantasy/ Science Fiction 

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky 
By Kwame Mbalia 

Seventh-grader Tristan Strong tumbles into the MidPass and, with allies John Henry and Brer Rabbit, must entice 
the god Anansi to come out of hiding and seal the hole Tristan accidentally ripped in the sky.  
FIC MBA Sci-Fi 

The Serpent's Secret 
By Sayantani DasGupta 

Up until her twelfth birthday, Kiranmala considered herself an ordinary sixth-grader in Parsippany, New Jersey, 
but then her parents disappear and a drooling rakkhosh demon shows up in her kitchen, and soon she is swept 
into another dimension, full of magic, winged horses, talking birds (very annoying), and cute princes--and 
somehow Kiranmala needs to sort it all out, find her parents, and basically save the world. 
FIC DAS Fantasy 

Dragonwatch 
By Brandon Mull 

Because Dragonwatch, an ancient group of wizards, enchantresses, and dragon slayers, is crumbling, an uprising 
of dragons threatens to destroy the magical preserves as well as overrun the non magical world.  
FIC MULL Fantasy 

Shuri - A Black Panther Novel 

By Nic Stone 
Follows Shuri as she sets out on a quest to save her homeland of Wakanda 

FIC Sto Sci-Fi 
Spring 2021 

 



 

 
 
 

 


